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Useful Tidbits
: g « Q&A Feature Enabled.

g B O
Organizers and panelists can
< Upper Mores Project Virtual Public Meeting @) @ Live event Q&A @ X See a” queStionS

Featured My questions Most recent ™

R « Project-Specific questions,
relevant to resource concerns

The live event hasn't started

* Questions that pose a cause-
effect relationship are most
helpful

— * Not all questions may be

answered today

No featured questions yet

* This meeting will be recorded



Useful Tidbits

Different users may experience Teams
Live Events differently, depending on

* Internet speed
« Computer / smartphone capabilities

This may cause delays. Our team will
stay on at least ten extra minutes to
answer questions.




AGENDA

* Introductions & Meeting Objectives
with District Ranger Josh Newman

* Introduction to the Upper Mores
Project, Overview of Purpose and
Need & Preliminary Management
Activities — Brian Lawatch, Project
Team Leader

« NEPA and Public Involvement — Brian
Lawatch, Environmental Coordinator

* Q&A - interdisciplinary team
members, as needed
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Pioneerville

Where is the

ville

Project?
- |daho City Ranger District, gcenterville
Boise County New
.Centerville

e 37,000 acres of Forest
Service lands

 Borders 2016 Pioneer Fire
to the north/east and
treated lands to the
west/southwest




e N <R . //a,s SERSTRA R
O\ BN
ERRSEIREERE] IR !
. ﬁou«now\\\\oo"onono“o.l 7% “&A’Vo"onono“o@ood:ﬂ\ S S T BT TN
Tt s S

X R S SRS
R B o LRI

A R L , e
R R , [RREREes
st ] 2 3 oXesess
[Roceoctd e 53 eocososes
st et £ 2 e
R | B
SRR & Dvisietatetete!
Sehs e g K
XLoRN E R
RS 24 \! KR
RERRRRNIIIREN] B § ALEES R
S o F N 2 RSB
S af B SRR
T S
G Eee NN
Nk | Reaney
SR T, KERESSRELLLELIIEN
Nt . BN s )
NS SR
R g G
BRI R i1 BY RSN
R S A if ¢ s A
AT g ’%0&00&\0'%..?\\
e e e
T e N
o wE 17 S AR
£ " % NS gy
£ L (e N u!.o-\\\\ou.l&ll\. 5
Pm ..;/ N‘m\ / ) _\,.\ o J/J//O. ’\. \.\u
L gL,
. \ £
o LN / w
NN
;f..a&r,rff(:n\ v &l g m
— ) s a
S L 2
P . Q
/ =)
4
=
it 3
£3 = |
H
4 ey R R
1y s
—~E% 2
— ]

At-Risk

d — many

Ities
Isk assessment

t with a threat to

ire even
iminary r

|df
human life or properties.

Wi

completed, outlining hazards
to communities and nearby

Potential for large-scale
timberlands.

Commun
WUI Zones identifie

Prel

of the Forest Service lands in

Bavarian

Elk Run

Village

oject area identified as

the pr

WUI

341

Pine Top
Estates

T~

/

i




Wildfire Crisis
Strategy

Southwest Idaho Landscape

 Decrease Wildfire Risk to
Communities

* Improve watershed health
« Sustain industry

* Protect recreation
opportunities

« Improve forest resilience




Emergency
Authorities

* Emergency Authorities to Accelerate
planning in high-risk firesheds.

* Critical to mitigate threats to natural
resources on Forest Service and
adjacent lands

» Address this emergency NOW, not later

* Upper Mores activities authorized under
an Emergency Authority include
hazardous tree and hazardous fuels
removal.



Why is this project
being proposed?
purpose & need)

Reduce the risk of
uncharacteristic
wildfire and improve
watershed health to
achieve desired
vegetation conditions




Reduce Hazardous
Fuels in the WUI

Low-elevation stands with high stand
densities and fuel loadings

Insect and Disease activity have
increased due to lack of disturbance,
climate change, drought

There is a need for prescribed fire.




Use commercial and non-
commercial treatments to
promote early seral species
and reduce the risk or
extent of, or increase
resilience to, insect or
disease infestation.

There is a need for targeted
treatments to increase landscape
diversity, which lowers the risk for
uncharacteristic disturbances from
inspects and disease. Balsam wooly
adelgid has already caused
uncharacteristic mortality within the
project area.




Improve watershed
and habitat
conditions

» Impaired watersheds — active
restoration needed

 Need to minimize road-related
impacts

* Need to restore landscape conditions
to support federally-listed and
sensitive species

* Need to retain older trees and snags




Safe and Efficient
Transportation Network
and address
road/recreation impacts

Need to reduce impacts to resources
caused by transportation and recreation
related use.

Need to minimize illegal activities

Need to reduce impacts to Sacajawea’s
bitterroot and Whitebark Pine




Preliminary Address the purpose and need
Proposed through vegetation treatments,
Actions prescribed fire, habitat restoration,
and transportation management.




Proposed Actions — Vegetation Management

« Commercial Harvest
* Intermediate Treatments

* Regeneration Harvest

* Non-Commercial Treatments

Non-Commercial Thin

Whitebark Pine Treatments

Aspen Management

Meadow Encroachment




Proposed Actions — Vegetation Management

= Harvest Systems

L

v

« Ground Based Logging
(Tractor)

» Cable Harvesting (Jammer)

* Tethered Logging (Ground
based system utilizing cables)



Proposed Actions — Prescribed Fire

* Pile burning

Jackpot burning
* Broadcast burning
* Multiple entries

 Mastication




Proposed Actions — Watershed Restoration

 Meadow Restoration

« Aquatic Organism Passage
Installation and Repair

e Culvert Removal




Proposed Actions — Transportation/Recreation

* Road work to support vegetation
management and prescribed
burning

 Road restoration and road
reconstruction actions

 Decommissioning unauthorized
routes and rehabilitating
dispersed recreation use areas

 Trailhead improvements

 Designation of authorized trails



Public
Engagement

Opportunities

Document Conditions

. 5

Develop Preliminary Purpose

& Need and Proposed Action *_ We Are Here

Scoping / Comment *

4

Finalize Proposed Action &
Conduct Resource Analysis * = Key Public

Release EA/FONSI/
Draft Decision *

a 04

Engagement Points

Emergency Authorization De- Objection Period for non- *
termination to expedite Haz- emergency components of the
ardous Fuels treatments and proposed action.

4 0

Sign Decision Sign Decision



NEPA Timeline

Virtual Community Meeting Decision
P> no objection

Publish Scoping Legal Notice
and proposed action Publish EA-FONSI for 30-day Decision

for 30-day comment period comment period P> if objected

A
Today

"Pre-Scoping Period" - public meetings, Comment Period for EA-FONSI
field trip, gather input

Update EA-FONSI, Write Draft DN

30-day scoping/comment period —

45-Day Objection Period

Modify Proposed Action if Needed Respond to Objection/
Finalize DN

Effects Analysis



NEPA
Documentation

Why an Environmental Assessment?
* Not a categorically excluded action.

» Wil determine if a finding of no
significant impact is appropriate or if
an environmental impact statement is
needed.

Wildlife
Report

4

Zak

Recreation /
Scenic Quality
Report

Forest Plan /
FEIS

S

EA/FONSI
A

B
L
=

Report
Project

Record




How to Stay Informed

) S 2 bSCri be tO Upper Mores Project Project Navigation
E m a i I U pd ateS € subscribe to this feed Project Overview

The Boise National Forest is developing a proposal to implement a variety of vegetation management activities, including

Project Detail

timber harvest, non-commercial thinning, prescribed fire, mastication, and reforestation to address hazardous fuels within

the wildland-urban interface, promote forest resiliency, and respond to insect and disease outbreaks. The forest is also Project Location

proposing transportation and recreation management activities focused on reducing impacts to watersheds and providing
X . . Additional Info
sustainable recreation opportunities.

Location Summary Get Connected

R stM Inf
The project is in the Upper Mores watershed near Idaho City in Boise County. ~equest Yore nfo

District: Idaho City Ranger District Comment/Object on Project

Project Documents Subscribe to Email Updates

Use the widget below to browse documents associated with this project. Cookies must be enabled to use this tool. Forest Links

If you are using a mobile device, the setting for "Allow cross-website tracking” must also be enabled to view the SOPA Reports
documents. You do not need to sign up or login to Box to view documents, but if you have difficulty accessing the
documents on a mobile device, you may choose to sign up for a free account, download the app to your device and log in to Objection Responses

ensure that you can open the documents. e



Forest Service
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Brian Lawatch
I h a n k I O u Brian.Lawatch@usda.gov

https://lwww.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=64242#



mailto:Brian.Lawatch@usda.gov

B B O

Live event Q& A @ X

Featured My questions Most recent

{  Upper Mores Project Virtual Public Meeting MO

No featured questions yet

The live event hasn't started
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