Pack-Cinch Savvy

WHEWN T LONES TOSELECTING A PACK CINCH, motermls and construcibon |
make all the difference. Vetgran packer Russ Barnett of Columbin Falls; Montama,
offers his insight on the most popular pack-cinch muterials and styles,

* Polyester: The only attractive featuse of polyester is its economical price.

* Meoprene: Meaprene pack cinches are popular for the same reasans neoprens
saddle cinches are. They grip well. don't pick up sseds and burrs, and are easy 1o |
clean But, they can be hat; and they doa't beeathe.

» Mohair or wool string These breathe and wick sweat well, don't prck up biresand |
seeds easily, and, when weed propecly, rirely cise somng.

» Mohair or wool-blend string Also very popualar and slightly more econamical |
than 100-percent mohair or wool. The blend & usually 60 percent mohusir or wool, |
These, too, will breathe and wick well, resist burrs and seeds taa dearee,and, when
msod properly, won't sore yourT stock

Cinch styles

Pack cinches are available i two styles, thie Decker; o sangbe, and Sawhuck, or double:
Pecker cinches are offered in even sizes, procrally from 26 to 34 inches in bength, Sawe
buck pack dnches can be the same length front and back, or the front can be one size
[twio inichies) shorter thun the back. [ think this tvpe fits the anmeal better. The shorter
side of the Sawbuck pack dnch should g in the front and the longer side i the hack,
where it lays over a wider partion of the body.

Cineh [sngth e -
Ikeep my pack cinches rebatively short. A short pack cinch holds better and your horse
will raredy develop a sore from the latige, For an 800- to 900-pound animal, vse o 26-inch
Drd&rmiﬁﬂﬂ:hﬂihwbudﬂ 2 900~ to 100-pound inimal needs ¢ 28-inch Decker
or 28/30-inch Sawbuck; and for an 1,108 to 1,300 pound animal, go with a 30-inch
Diecker or 30/32-inch Sawbuck.

Boring

It your pack animal has soving problems with youor pack cinch, first try adjusting the.
cinch length and the cinch plicement, Sume adjustments can be made to your pack-
saddle rigging wo change where your cinch lands. Also, take a Jook at your cinching
methad. Are you cinching too tightly or pinching the skin? It none of these salve
the soring problems, try a pack cinch made from a ﬂ.l.ﬂ'.!rgu.tmalmal.m'd 4o if thit
rmakkes a difference, A

= =

DECEMIEE



