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These simple restraints can mean

the difference between a restful camp stay
and a long, impromptu search for livestock.
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'-f 8 t happehs every yéan Mo matter

B where we po, our: backcountry

"'F camps are visited by escapess
I'hllT*F from  other outhis, asgally
causinga ruckus among our own stock.
We dutifully gather up the animals,
pul them on o separate highline and
wait for thelr owners to arrive,

Some folks have to-walk o long way
to retrieve their critters; and most of
them arrive with a mixture of relisf at
1’||11:I|ug their aninais and (rustration
that they had to go on a search in
the first place. Having gone on o few
mizsions like that oorselves in the early
years of our backcountry travels, we
can sympathize Today, our searches
are kept to a minimum a5 our wse of
hobbles, stakes and highlines keeps our
livestock sate and easily managed.
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Hobhbles are simple restraings that rake
the \'.'L:El."' off miules T ] g'\,rllnrc:
puta crimpiin most horses” wanderl st
and keep animals from pawing on the
|Ii;|.'_'h|.il1;' af might, as well, Several fyvpes
of hobhles are available, but we prefer
grazing hobbles for backcountry use.
Theese fit just abgve the ool o the front
||:_"|I':. with a-length of chain between
them, and allow the animal to move
and Bl

Grazing hobbles come in & variety of
sivles and matertals, including neopréng
and nylon combos, or traditional leather.
The neoprene models are less expensive
and areé niee during cold weather as they
chon't get stiff and hord to manage like
ther leather counterparts can: However,
fitoprene hobbles don't lastas lohg. Cne

wiry (o avoid having te wrestle wirth stEf
leather during cold weather is o keep
leather hobbles inside vour vent wntil
vou're ready 1o put them on stock,

Grazing hishbles can be permanently
attached o each other with metal links
or senti-permanently with metal links
secored by a 4-:’|..'k||:|1.: carabinesr—
allowing horsamen to tuen the hobbles
into & single hobble for use a5 o stake-
out,

{:I.'lllli!.'\ i} !\-ll.r.'rli' .I_I\lls.'l_}m:d. (14
hobdsles tsn't rocket science bat does take
preparation. Pluce hobbles on animals
without any preparation, and the end
result i often ugly. Some animals rear
and ip over; while others frantically
struggle and eventually fall down.
Neither scenario nesds to-happen.

Huobble-trainine for one of our horses

or mules starts by runming soft ropesall
aver his body—around hislegs, behind
his hooves and under his wail, Onee the
animal is used to the rope roaming all
ower his body, 8 handler picks up zach
front hood with the rope while o partner
holds the halter and lead rope, W don?t
tie the rope around the hoof, hut smply
drope it around the hoof, s00we ¢an fet
go if mecessary.

We lift the hoof & couple of inches off
the ground and e it back down imme-
diately. The ohiject is not to scare the
animal or make him strogale. We want
the horse1o Laarn that o rope around his
leg—oranyplaceelse on his body—iz no
reason to panic, Evéntually, one person
leads the horse while another walks
alongside stightly behind rhe animal’s
\I'II (] Illil."‘r. h i Ih I I & Friree masee arneen




Grazing hobbles fit just above the hoof and come in a varlety of styles and matersls,

Inclisding neoprene and nylon combes, or traditional leather.

the front of a feor, providing seme ten-
st and resistance. Adain, the rope is
draped, not tied, sround the foot,

Anolder horse is already used
hawing his feet handled for farrier worlk,
s grope arpund his hoot should pet
be frightening. But keep safery (n mind
at all times and be ready o release the
rope i the korse starts o panic or kicks
out.

The first tire vou hebble your horse,
dn &0 0T1 grnund that |1.‘|:\. .a{l“ J-l,l-:::ing
and s free of hazatds. Have a helper
handy and be ready 1o move fast. The
hi‘]pt'l."n iﬂh I8 T |1-.:-|J. Ihel:\qd ops EFUE{
ti thie baulier whils vou put the hobhies
on the horse, Make sure you stay to the
hiowrse's side as you buckle on the hobhles,
Domet reach across to fasten buckles on
the opposite hobble; for safety’s sake,
walk around to the othersade.

Huobbles sheuldn't be too tight—ijust
snug enough to make sure they can't
slide over the hoof, Once the hobbles
are-01, hive your helper unsaap the
fead rope, and then both of you need to
walk a safe distance sway. Most animals
stand still for s moment before they wry
to walk, and when they take that first

step. they generally stumble and lock
ungainly until they get the idea of either
taking smallsteps or hopping fecward,
If vour harse 1s bonded to you, give lots
of verbal encouragement, asthe sound
of your vaice will be comforting.

Within a couple of minutes, your
hivrée shenild be maving easity with the
grazing hobbles on,

While grazing hobbles tuke off the
edge, don't think your-animals are
incepable of moving quickly or trav-
cling long distances while wearing
them—rthey can. We always stake out
ane mule because she can travel faseer
than o speeding bullet while hoblled
and delights in leading off the other
animals, as well.

We niever let all ourarimals grage with
hobbieson at the same time. [F the herd
were o ran off, we wanl at least one
good saddle animal at hand to go find
them, Often, our herd {5 divided into
twen groups for grazing.

[f you keep hobbles.on your siock for
long periods of time, check the flesh
around thie hoof to be suré the skin does
not become ircitated or Tubbed raw. A
litthe bit of hag balm applied to the ares

rubbed by the hobhies will keep the skin

in good condition.
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Stijee Lt AT
In addition 1o habbles, we oftén stake
our horses. This-allows the ammals to
graze, bt their movements re confined
to smialler-areas This practice wses a
heavy-duty steel stake with o strang
rope attached, that is pounded into the
ground at least 3 foor deep. Be certain
b0 se o strong stake with @ long shaft,
Irescansse, shiotibd vour horse pull the stake
free amd run, he will have a potentialh
deadly projectile tralling behind. The
free end of the rope hasa sturdy clip
attached, which 1s secured to a single-leg
habble. Be sure to use one single piece
of rope for thetether, Sphiced ropes can
eomie-apart when an animal takes off ut s
rui and hits the end, the foroe separating
the two pieces,

[he fiest time we stake an animal,
or if we have a horse or mule prona vo
running on the stake line. before uncip-
ping his lead rope we hand wall him o
the end of the rope so hie can feel the
resistance

I vour horse is used to hobbles, his
response to being staked should be
uneventful. And, if you have done the
exercise of walking the horse witha rope
draped around his foot, the angle-leg
hohble will feel very familar to Him.

We often stake our horses while let-
ting the mules grage with hobbles. We
have found that mules rarely leave the
hrses they Live with, zspecially of & mare
{s staked, and this keeps our enfire herd
close topether. IF the mules do-start to
wander, one of the horses invariably
sounds the alarm, and we casily shoo
the mules hack whers we want theme
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Highiines Control
the Group
We often use highlines to tie horses and
mules at night-or when ve leave part of
the herd in camp during the day. This
type of restraint ensures none of our
critterswanders witile we're getting soame
reeded shut-cve, or follows when we
ride out of camp,

When nsing a highline, think abaoit
shelter for vour animals such s placing



It yaur animal ks used to being hobbiad, his response to being staked should ba faleky
umeventful, As part of his stake training, thés mule bearns fo accept pressure on one
fopt with a cotton rope.

B bowline kot on a stake or highline i secure, will net pull tight and can easily be
undone i an animal gels tangled.
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them under trees. We try to hang the
ropes-so the animals have a bit of
shelter from rain or spow, while still
muintaining o sate distance between
thiem: Ideally, horses or mules thed on
a highline should nor be able ro touch
ane another, This translates intood fod
of rope; 50 plan ahead for how much
i bring on vour hackcouniry adwen -
ture.

I vont have an andmal thast pulis on the
ropi, put himton his own highline Thii
way, if he pulls the rpe lower during
the night or while vou're gone dusing
tha da:u. he's tha 1.|1i|:.' intmal involved,
Az anotheér safety precaulion, we use a
herdine knot to attach our animals’ kead
ropes in the highling, A bowline, while
secure, will not pull tight and can easily
be undone if an animal gets tangled
Be sure to retighten vour highline each
evening and more often if iF's raining
or Anowing, a4 moisture often allows
cotton rope to siretch and sag danger-
ously,
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Herses or mules tied on a highline should have a safe distance between them.

When feeding on the highline, we
lengthen the horses’ lead ropes just
enaugh for the animals poreach the
ground, When they're done eating, we
shorten thelr ropes again. This safety
mibeasirfe §s [niportant becaise an animal
v."il]!l i 1..!l||-h'||'|3 !Eihd mpq' il rﬂjih‘ :.1|.r|:r
over the rope and get in trouble if heé
struggles.

I you e a horse that paws while
on the hnghline, leave his hobbles on
There's nothing more irritating than
Iving in vour sfeeping bag Hstening to
an animal pawing all night long and,
puist s bad, it destrioys the growund under
the highline

Teaching a horse to stand quictly for
loimg perinds of time is one of the most
overbooked backoountry:skills, To avoid
problems on a highline, vour horse or
mule should be used to being tied for
several hours We begin tying onr young
horses und mules next 1o their mothers
or next toa surrogate mother, such as
one of our older geldings. By the time

the voungsters are 2, they are expected
tey stand quietly for up 1o six hours.,
Tied animals should be restrained in a

hazard-free ares and checked frequently,
and the first time we tie a poung or new
harse, wie stay with him to be sure he
idoesri't get into trouble,

By now it should be clear thiat much
of our backcowntey fraining is done
it home, This preparation is a Lot like
that for showing horsea—you don't
teach your horse @ new maneaver in
the warm-up pen or during your clas,
yvour take care-of that hefore entering
the shiow,

Teach your howses backoountiy skills
at home, and then yoo can successfully
apply them in the backconntry, making
your sdventure safer for hoth you and
your animals.

Huotly Endersby isan Tditho-baied
wrirer asmd avid backesuniry rider.
Send contments on this ardicle #0
edirEvwesterniorsennan, com.



