Cruppers
Britchens

Backecountry riding and packing
mvolve challenges for both

man and animal. Keeping each
centered and comfortable
shouldn’t be one of them.
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1# : 'lﬂth!_! EW THINGS ARE A5 UNSETTLING a3
i U coming dwn 4 steep draw and riding a colts
J,'ﬂ neck: hecause his saddle slipped forwird, or
H finding yourself deep in the backoountry
Tt with 2 sore-backed pack mule and many
maore niles o g
The director of equipe studies 21 Feather River College
in Chaincy, California, Hussell Rebd 15 quick 1o note that the
key o successful backeountey trekking lies in selecting hoth
animmals and gear that are well-suited for the job. Here, Reid
offers advice on two types of backeountry gear designed




to keep trail and pack saddles from slipping while traversing
roupgh terrain

While breast collars and rear cinches might be the first vck
items that the average recreational rider thinks of, cruppers
and britchens are gaining popularity owtside the mule and
packing worlds. Thisis happening because mote backcountry
riders, competitive-irail and end urance-riding enthusiasts have

discovered the "centering” benefits of this gear.

Fach typeof tack isattached o the rear of a saddleand helps
anchor it in place s 3 horse or mule seidden m sieep, up-and-
derwn terrain, Crupoers and briichens Himit trail- ar pack-sadddle

mmeversent, front to back s well as from side 1o dde, They also
center and distribute the weight of o rider or pack, sccommedate
ansdrmals with harde-fit conformation, sich as bowwithers, ora
it rownd or shiort back, and help prevent sores by maintaming
proper rig pasition,

“Keeping your horse ot mule comfurtable and healthy for
extended trips inbo the backeountry s the Ko, | priority for
outfitters and packers everywhere.” explains Reid. " 1Fyou have
a'sore antmal out there, vou don’t often have the option of
pulling him out of the work mtation, as you would if you were
At home”



Cruppers
Materials Cruppers are made of leather or svnthetic, such as
neaprene, A crupper features i pudded U-shaped stap that Hes
underneath an animal’s tail and connects to Drings on a trail- or
pack saddle by means of o single- or double-fork crupper strap.
A traditional crupper is often filled with Aaxsced, which emits
il that keeps the gear soft and malleable,

Proper fir: Place the crupper under the homse's taifhead. Adjuest
fion alborw two-tingers" width between the crupper straps and horse’s
rump, Theceupper should be snug enough to keep the saddie in
place in steep terrain, but not so snug that ic pulls the tail firward
when morin use. A lonse crupper will mot function property and
Can CALSE SOTInE,

Comsideratioes: If you decide to usi o crupper on your ssddle,
take the time 1o learn o vse it properdy by getting hands-on
ingtruction from an experienced backooantry rider. Also,a cropper
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miust be kept clean and cléar of tail hair or it can abrade the
senstive skin undera horse's or muole’s tailhead.

st Prices for cruppers startat around $33, making them
amang the least expensive pieces of backeountry gear,

Bxpert advice: " The crupper is probably one of the least
sesed, bt ome of the maost practical and effective pleces of
Backoountey gear aviilable” explaing Reid, "] think people
aret hesitant to ws o crupper because it does require some
time to et an animal accustomed to wearing it

According to Reid, s crupper is also a great toe] to use on
voung horses that are not vet phyvscally mature and have
trouble keeping @ saddle in proper posiion.

Britchens

Meterints Also referred o as britchen straps, breechings,
breschens or hobd-back straps, britchens are sither leather or
synithetic. Harnesslike inits construction, a britchen features
awide strap that rests around an antmal's hips. attaching to
the saddle in two places—owo guarter straps attach to the
front cinch of o pack saddle or to the Tear cinch of a trail
saddle; and two back straps attach to D-rings on the back
of either type of saddie. An additional pair of hip straps
running down either side of the animal'’s hips secures the
harness, and buckles back into the main harness,

Proper fit: Adjust all straps so the britchen falls flush with
the angle of the hips An ill-fitted britchen will not work
properly and can cause soring and backing.

Considerations: A britchen'is generally easier for an
amirnal to acoept than is a crupper, but izs5ll requires training
before use

Coosty At & starting price of S10d), a britchen is more
expensive tham o crupper, but is 3 more claborate picoe of
pjuipmment,

Expert agdvice: According to Reid, britchens should be
considered mandatory equipment for anyone wha rides
extensiviely inn reugh backoointry, In professional outfitting



nd packing operations, hesays*You don't see s pack
animal leave.a camp very often without a britchen
and breast coflas”

Training

“There are bots of hooks vou can réad and clinies wou
can attend that show you how o dessnsitize your
animal to séary new things” explains Reid. "With
cruppers and britchens. T suggest begmning séowatd
using pressure and reless technigues”

Cruppers: Start by rubbing your hands down the
horse's or mule’s hips, runip and thigh areas. Slowly
wiork your way bowand placing & hand underneath the
tnil. Your animal’s natural reaction will be to dump
his tail down to protect himself. If he gets scared and
panics, he might also kick or huck,

Applyand redease pressure by lifting and releasing
your animal's tail, Reward your horse or mule by
removing the pressure when he reloxes his tail. As
he gets comfortable with yoir Tand Bfting and rub.
bing underneath his tafl, try having a handler lead
him farward a few stepsas vou maintain the lift and
release. With gradual repetition, your horse or mule
shinld fearn to stuy relaxed as he moves out with your
hand under his tail.

Mext, replace your hamd with a short piece of soft
st ropee, Make sune yoa can relisise the pressurne on
the rope if your antmal gets uncomfortable. The las
thing you want is for that repe o buen the underside
af your horse's o7 mule’s tail because he panicked
and pulbed away,

s your antmal gets comfortable with the rojse, work to get him nsed
10 carrying it under biis tail while he walks, Be sreto apply and release
pressure on the rope so yoirmount learns to relax and 1t his il when
pressure isapphied. simulating a working erupper,

Firalhy, rephice vouer rope with a crappes. Bepeat the controlled-walking
exerise to be sure your mount is comfortable carrying the crupper. 1f
you've done i pood job desensitizing hinyso far, this Tast step shoold
be unaventful. It's dlso o good idea to longe vour horse or mule before
climbing aboard for your first ride with o crupper, so he can become
accustomed ot while you're on the ground,

Britchers Begin by again rithbing your hands down your animal’s
hips, rump and thigh areas, Onee he is combortable, introduce a piece
of soft cotton rope o the squation—rubbing it in the same areas to help
desensitize him, Pay close attention o preparing him for the hold-hack
strap—the wide strap that fits behind the Tecerse's rummp. Simulate the
function of this strap by apphring and seleasing pressure on your rope,
ruch Tike you would if you wers halter breaking a colt with o rump
rope.

Hive a handler lead your anmimal forward & few steps as you repeat this
pressure-rebease process. As with crupper ifaining, make sure you Gio
release the pressure on the rope ifyour animal gets uncomfortable, The
object is to introdice sach element with as e stress as possible.

nce your horse or mule moves comforzably with the rope behind
hils Fumip, replice your rope with a britchen rig. Repeat the controlled-
witlking exercise to make sune vour Mot remiins comiortable with
the rransition from rope to rig.

Again, the transition should be faely easy if you've taken your time
with thie previous steps. Lomge your horse or mule in full gear prior fo
climbing shoard 10 help troubleshioat any discomart.

Jernetifer Zehnder s a Western Horseman asseciate editor, Sar mre
inferrreiioe about lesing crappers ol Ieichens, onmact Risssefl Red

at Fraither River Callege {530} 2A3-00202, extersion 272, or e-mail
rredd @ edi. Serid commnits v s stony i edinBwesternharsermian, a,



