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2017 By the Numbers 

¶ 17 new affiliates (and more on the way) 

¶ 20,000 affiliate members (and growing) 

¶ 4,000+ letters sent to state/federal legislators 

from IWF supporters through our website 

¶ 200,000+ Idahoans reached from IWFôs 

online outreach 

¶ 20+ IWF articles in papers across the state 

and country regarding public lands, sage 

grouse, state legislation, salmon, etc. 

¶ 3,000 hunters, anglers, and public land users 

rallied at the statehouse to oppose public land 

transfer 

¶ 100% bad public lands and wildlife bills 

defeated in the state legislature 

¶ $8 million allotted annually for wildlife funding 

and aquatic invasive species prevention  

ñI would urge you to 

consider becoming a 

member of the Idaho 

Wildlife Federation. 

They are a GREAT 

group who is actively 

fighting to protect 

Idaho's wildlife from 

[people] who don't 

value the opinions of 

Idaho sportsmen ò  

-Corey Jacobsen  

December 31, 2017 

Summary: 

¶ Public Lands Rally 

¶ IWF in D.C. 

¶ Idahoôs only full-time 

sportsman voice 

¶ Governor Candidate 

Forum 

¶ Unprecedented 2017 

Legislative session 

¶ Federal Bills 

¶ High Divide Campaign 

¶ Public Lands Alefest 

¶ Legislative Reception 

2017 in Review 

3,000 hunters, trappers, anglers, and other public lands users rallied for support of public land  

Happy Holidays! 
Whether admiring your new European mount 

while the kids play with Christmas gifts 

underneath, or wandering through morning fog in 

search of pheasants in the reeds, the holidays are 

the perfect time to reflect on the year.  For IWF, 

and sportsmen at large, 2017 was an incredible 

year.  The Federation is experiencing rapid 

growth.  And that means sportsmen and women 

are gaining influence and respect with our elected 

and appointed decision makers, which has 

resulted in major victories. So here is a quick 

recap of 2017.  Happy holidays from the IWF 

team, and good hunting! 

Massive Public Lands Rally at the State Capitol 

IWF, along with a diverse coalition of public lands supporters organized the event 

where over 3,000 people rallied in the freezing rain in early March to oppose any 

any all actions that will undermine our public lands heritage. The event was the 

largest conservation oriented rally in Idahoôs history. Speakers representing mo-

torized users, sportsmen, indigenous peoples, and more spoke to a crowd clad in 

camo and blaze orange, while others carried kayaks, skis, fishing nets, furs, 

American flags, and signs stating ñIdaho is not for sale!ô oud and clear message 

to our legislators: keep your hands off our public lands! 

 

The message was loud and clear: support for public lands isnôt a partisan issue, 

nor is it confined to one user group.  Support of public lands is Idahoan. 

Elk 101 Founder and Owner 

http://www.ktvb.com/news/local/nearly-3000-rally-for-public-lands-at-idaho-capitol/419826645


IWF: The only Full-time Idaho Sportsman Voice 

IWF was in our nationôs capital twice 

this last year to deliver the sports-

man voice to our congressional del-

egation and public lands managers. 

The first trip we met with both Sena-

tors, Rep. Mike Simpson, and acting 

BLM Director to discuss public lands 

issues, 

The second trip, our E.D. met with 

BLM staff and other public lands 

stakeholders to discuss how we can 

better manage wildlife, and wildlife 

opportunity.  

There is no other way to put it: No one else is doing the work IWF is. There isnôt 

another nonprofit in Idaho that is building a coalition of diverse sportsmen and wild-

life groups to deliver a unified voice to our decision makers. There isnôt another full-

time, staffed sportsman organization working year around to provide professional 

quality work, holding our legislators accountable, defending access rights, or im-

proving wildlife and land management.  If you want to help fund the only organiza-

tion dedicated to sportsman issues, click here to become a member. 

Idaho Sportsmen Take to D.C. 

Trivia: IWF was formed following the General 

Wildlife Assembly of 1936, convened by 

President FDR and other prominent sports-

men in D.C.  Idaho delagates returned  

Sportsman Governor Candidate Forum 
The Federation hosted this ñfirst of its 

kindò forum to inform sportsmen before 

heading to the ballot box.  Brad Little, 

Tommy Ahlquist, and AJ Balukoff ad-

dressed over 140 sportsmen, state legis-

lators, appointed officials, and two con-

gressional candidates on a range of 

sportsmen topics. Raul Labrador de-

clined to come.  

The fact the candidates agreed to the 

forum speaks volumes to IWFôs growth. 

Watch the video of the forum here. 

2017 Legislative Session: The Year of Sportsmen 

This cannot be understated: the ó17 session was won by sportsmen. IWF packed 

legislatorsô town halls with camo and orange to beat back anti-public land agendas. 

We helped pass bills allocating an additional $8 million dollars per year to be used to 

benefit fish, wildlife, and sportsman access.  Every bill that wouldôve impacted wild-

life or public lands negatively was defeated.  

Every bill that supported wildlife and land ac-

cess was passed (with the exception of one 

repeal, which ultimately resulted in the fruition 

of the billôs intent regardless). To see a de-

tailed description of these bills, click here. 

Why the success?  IWF now represents a 

growing body of over 20,000 affiliated members and 17 sportsman groups. This 

grassroots network, combined with a strategic approach and a consistent presence 

at the statehouse, is turning out results. If IWFôs statewide, unified, diverse, and 

organized coalition of sportsmen continues to grow, itôs easy to see how sportsmen 

can return to the forefront of Idaho conservation, and direct the future of our wildlife 

and public land resources.  If youôd like to help grow our influence, click here! 

Brian Brooks, 

Kahle Becker,  

and board 

member Mag-

gie Heumann 

with Senator 

Crapo 

E.D. Brian 

Brooks and 

board Presi-

dent Kahle 

Becker in 

front of the 

US Capitol 

home with the idea that scattered wildlife clubs across the state 

could never be effective unless they unified, or ñfederatedò. 

Gov. candidate Brad Little with moderator Eric 

Barker from the Lewiston Tribune. 

http://www.idahowildlife.org/join-us/
https://www.facebook.com/IDWildlife/videos/1546214818788534/
http://www.idahowildlife.org/idaho-house-voted-against-a-sportsman-backed-bill-again/
http://www.idahowildlife.org/idaho-house-voted-against-a-sportsman-backed-bill-again/
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/idaho/articles/2017-07-07/idaho-maps-public-access-to-endowment-lands
http://www.idahowildlife.org/2017-legislative-session-review/
https://secure.everyaction.com/XF2sO-JfhUa63XvzsEKERg2

