National Trails Day 2016
Peace Creek, Middle Fork of the Payette River
Squaw Butte BCHI
June 4 & 5, 2016

June 4, 2016 is American Hiking Society’s National Trails Day®, the country’s largest celebration
of trails. National Trails Day events will take place in every state across the country and will
include hikes, biking and horseback rides, paddling trips, birdwatching, geocaching, gear
demonstrations, stewardship projects and more.
Squaw Butte each year plans a national trail day project, it the past they have been
held in state parks picking up trash, the Payette national forest fixing trail bed and
this year at the Peace Creek Trail head, removing a large quantity of fallen trees
that were blocking two trails.

The two trails that the chapter worked are called the river trail, which connects the
Devils Slide trail to the north with the Peace Creek trail. When these trails are
open, this is a popular loop with mountain bikers, motorcycles and horse riders.
The total loop is 18 miles, we completed clearing about eight of that, four on the
river trail and four more on Peace Creek.

Friday, June 3, 2016
Fourteen members of Squaw Butte drove up to the Silver Creek Valley north east of
Crouch, ID and set up camp. We had hoped to use the Pease creek trail head
camp, but a large group got there first and were not keen to share or move either.
Tom and Lisa got there Thursday night and found a good camp site about 200 yards
further up the road from the trail head and staked a claim.
While it was a bit smaller and didn’t have the pit toilet, it had shade and good
places to set up high lines. Rob and Linda arrived early Friday morning with their
RV and got Linda setup at the camp site, unloaded Rob’s motorcycle and he headed
back to the ranch for the stock. Tom and Lisa did a fun ride and scoped out the
work for the next day. By 21:00 everyone who was coming had arrived and settled
in.
Saturday June 4, 2016
Not sure if the sun coming up or the sound of 4-wheelers zooming back and forth
on the road woke me up, both occurred around 06:00. Around that same time
dogs started barking, and horses and mules started to demand their breakfast.
That happens when the first person is spotted. The smell of coffee soon filled the
air and members started to wander over to the kitchen area with items to share for
breakfast. Soon after, sausage and eggs, fruit and muffins and other goodies were
being enjoyed by all. By 08:00 breakfast was finished and cleaned up, and tack
and saws were being readied for the day’s project. The forest service was sending
a member of the trail crew with us so he could get some experience working with a
volunteer group. John Hidy (trail crew supervisor) and John Fleuti arrived and after
greeting everyone, we got John Fleuti set up with a horse and were under way by
08:45. It was not long before we were cutting out the first of 62 logs.

Many of the logs were quite large, the biggest over 48 inches in diameter. We were
like a family of beavers, some members running power saws, others pulling out
limbs, using hand saws and nippers. We made short work of all but the biggest,
clearing 32 trees on Saturday.

By 16:00 everyone was tired and we headed back to the camp. After taking care of
the stock and cleaning up a bit, happy hour commenced. Between awning and
shade trees we all found cool spots to set our chairs and cold drinks were soon
being enjoyed by all. Phil and Kay got a new puppy that keep everyone
entertained.

Dinner this night was smoked pork tenderloin, spice shrimp, Dutch Oven-Roasted
Asparagus and a number of other delights. No one left hungry! The talk around the
camp fire ended early, the puppy was tired and so was everyone else.
Sunday Morning started warm and got hot fast. It was going to be a record day
and we wanted to get some more trail work done before noon. Breakfast was
served and cleaned up and saddles were in place by 08:00. We were on the trail
soon after and working our first of 30 down trees by 09:00.

By 12:30 it was time to put away the saws and return to the camp. It didn’t take
long for trailers to be packed up and stock loaded.

It was a very successful project, that the members who attended completely
enjoyed. What better way to spend the first weekend in June than in the
mountains with good friends!

