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Whether it’s a short distance or a long trip, you’ve got a lot to think about any time you
haul your horse. Getting all the right tests done and paperwork filled out may seem like a
lot of extra time and money. However, there are some very good reasons why these
examinations and documents are required. In this article, you’ll find out what you need to
travel and why.
What You Need
There are three broad categories of travel: intrastate, interstate and international (the last
is beyond the scope of this article). Depending on your reason for travel and your final
destination, you may need the same kind of documentation for intrastate travel (travel
within the state of origin) that is required for interstate travel (travel outside the state of
origin).
For example, if you are trailering your horse to a show, more than likely the show
officials will ask to see a copy of your horse’s negative Coggins test, the most commonly
used means of finding antibody to the equine infectious anemia (EIA) virus. If you are
transporting a horse to an auction, the facility may require that each horse be
accompanied by a health certificate, also known as a Certificate of Veterinary Inspection
(CVI). These certificates, which attest that the horse exhibits no obvious signs of disease
on the day of inspection and are signed by your veterinarian, are generally good for 30
days.
What changes when you want to travel with your horse outside your own state? Not only
is a negative EIA test required for entry into all 50 states, it must be performed at an
accredited laboratory (your veterinarian will know which laboratories are accredited).
Your veterinarian will also be able to tell you if your destination state requires this test be
performed within 12 months of entry, 6 months or, for Wisconsin, within the calendar
year (Hawaii requires the test be performed within three months of entry).
Also, with some exceptions that will be pointed out later, all states require that a health
certificate accompany horses entering their borders. Some require that the horse’s body
temperature the day of examination be recorded on the health certificate and a few even
require proof of specific vaccinations. While your veterinarian is obligated to submit the
health certificate to the origin state veterinarian’s office prior to shipment, some states
require that an approved copy of the health certificate be submitted to the destination
state veterinarian’s office after entry.
Within the last few years, some states have begun requiring an additional document, the
entry permit. This is a free document that you or your veterinarian can obtain from the

state of your final destination by phone and sometimes by Internet. An entry permit is
usually good for the life of your Certificate of Veterinary Inspection, or 30 days. A word
of advice for both these documents: include every stop you will be making in the state to
avoid any problems.
Horse owners in certain states have an alternative method of complying with interstate
health requirements. Two different groups of states have formed reciprocal livestock
health arrangements so that people who travel frequently with their horses between these
neighboring states do not have to keep getting health certificates every 30 days. Horse
owners in California, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon and Washington should contact
their veterinarian about the Equine Certificate of Veterinary Inspection and Interstate
Movement Permit while horse owners in Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Louisiana,
Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina and Virginia should contact their
veterinarian about the Equine Interstate Passport Card.
Finally, even if your horse doesn’t have a brand, he may still need to undergo a brand
inspection to establish proof of ownership. Contact a state brand inspector through your
state department of agriculture of state police if you live in Arizona, California, Idaho,
Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, North Dakota, Utah, Washington or South
Dakota for this documentation.
Why You Need It
The United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service (APHIS) accredits veterinarians to carry out these and other services.
Local veterinarians work with their state veterinarian and the Area Veterinarian-inCharge (AVIC) to protect the health and well being of both you and your horse by
preventing, controlling and eradicating animal disease. In recent years, state and federal
animal regulations have protected the United States equine industry from vesicular
stomatitis, screwworm, piroplasmosis and, most recently, West Nile Encephalitis.
Just because you do not travel internationally or even interstate with your horse doesn’t
mean you are safe from the effects of foreign (or not-so-foreign) animal diseases. Even if
your horse does not come into direct contact with a sick horse that has traveled
extensively, once any horse shows signs of a reportable disease for that state, equine
transportation from that location and sometimes even from that state may be shut down.
Complying with our country’s disease prevention requirements helps keep our national
equine industry healthy and active.
Finally, complying with animal transport requirements not only serves to protect your
horse and the horses he or she comes into contact with, it also lays an excellent paper trail
should there be any question of your horse’s disease status. Veterinary examinations,
negative EIA test results, body temperature and vaccination records are all in one place
for easy retrieval.

(CVI = Certificate of Veterinary Inspection; aka ´health certificate´)
The following checklist is based on the most common "paperwork" errors made
on CVIs. These errors are violations of your accreditation standards and can
cause certificates to be Disapproved by the state of destination. They can also
cause problems for your client while the animal is in transit or when it arrives.
Please make sure your paperwork is complete and accurate.
Is all the information on the certificate legible?
Is the certificate signed? (No rubber stamp signatures.)
Is the certificate properly dated? (Use date of inspection or exam.)
Are both clinic name and mailing address provided and legible?
Is the full mailing address for shipper/consignor included?
Is the full mailing address for receiver/consignee included?
Is purpose of the shipment indicated? (Breeding, feeding, training,
exhibition, new owner, moving, visit & return, etc.)
Were state-of-destination´s current import requirements
confirmed? (Contact state of destination for details of their import
requirements.)
Was import permit obtained, if required?
Are number, age, breed, and sex of animal(s) in the shipment
indicated?
Is brucellosis vaccination status indicated for female cattle?
Whether vaccination is required or not, vaccination status must
be provided.
Are rabies vaccination details indicated for dogs and cats?
[Manufacturer & serial number of vaccine, date of vaccination, date
for revaccination.]
Is rabies vaccination current? Many states require ANNUAL
vaccination regardless of vaccine used.

If testing was required, you must indicate: Date sample was taken,
individual ID of tested animals, and test results. Name and location
of the lab which performed the test(s).

