COmn the Trafl

BACKCOUNTRY INSIGHT .

Horseshoe -aFlat

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY RYAN T. BELL

Learn what to do when your horse loses a shoe on the trail.

THROWING &
HURSESHIE |n the
backeountry 15 the
equivalent of getting a
[Eat tire an 8 casolals
stratch of highwey,
Thase stratagies will
hesap you from getting
strandead in tha back
ol beyond.

fsPaRE

HORSESHOE KIT
Durng waur Tarrier's
neat visit; ask to keep
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your horsa's old shoes.
They maka the perfact
spares because ey
ara aiready formed to
the homa's hoof. Ta
ensure that-a spare

Is in good shape
schedula the farrier

T e Wi wesks
earliar than wsual.
Feeg i mivE that
horsashoes get berit

in the pulling process;
50 ask him to-flatien
tham pling & hammar

and amvll Cotkect s
pair of shoes for aach
horsa—ane fromt snd
ona hind—and labal
them with the horse's
name. Duct-tape nails
fo each shae, and yau
have & spare horsa-
ghoe kit that is ready
for the trail.

BLEATHER PATCH
Saddle maker Wasle
Millar of Mantana
Bk good soution

fioe dealing with a
threwn shoa In' tha
backcountry: a ieather
palch, Millar carries
lefiover pleces of
saidls |aathes that he
lesfeng o [he karge's
hioof with- duct tapa,
The lgather paich

= lightweight, gots
surprisingly: good frac-
tiar, protects against
stane bruses, and
helps protect the hool
wiall Froem chipping

until yau make it back
harma,

| H0DF BOOT
The hoof boot i5'&
wvaluable tool in the
backesuntry. It can
be put on-mid-trail
and requlres no ferrier
wxpertise. There arp
many stylag on the
marked, bul the high
sided “baontka® varlaty
i5 the mast versalile
I} ks in liesal a



harseshoe, and. can aka

b wsed to administer
yeterinary cane fo [he

Wil and pasten afeas.

The tood propects s
against irfaction and
dirt, holds a poultice

| o bandage In place,

| gnd can ba filled with
cold watér for soaking
& sprained ar swallen

jaink,

jrooLs FOR THE TRAIL

Creata a farres lal for
| the trail that leaves

the heavy stulf Behind,
| Includs mutl-purposa

|tems Ipack & rasp, bul

ditch the nippars), and
medify the tools to make
tham pack-woethy (cut
off ipog handies to make
| teals mare compactl.
Hera is 3 list of the
eszantials o pack ainNg:

+ Extra shoes and nalis
+ Hammer

+ Hoof pick

* Clinchers

* Rasp

* Pull otfs

= Duect tape

Hyan T, Bell iz o
Muontapa-based writes
artd wrangler.

A rider's “fhe-a-fof" kRt con Inetisde
ool boots; sxtra shoes, leather
patehes, duct tape s fook.




